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ONE OF THE most encouraging things in Britain today is the
fever of argument about education. Everybody is thinking
about it and talking about it. Significantly, there is hardly
anyone left who still believes the present system can be allowed
to go on as it is. What is this argument really about?

First, it is about money. How much of our national re-
sources should we allocate to education? Grim old school
buildings have got to be replaced. Modem laboratories and
equipment have got to be provided. There must be more
teachers to reduce the size of classes and new universities must
be established. To get these things people now seem ready to
make sacrifices and accept the financial implications.

The second argument is about structure and curriculum*
Here there is far less agreement except perhaps about the need
for greater emphasis on science and technology. Beyond that
the clash of opinions is becoming more intense. As more and
more comprehensive schools come to maturity and develop
their sixth forms, the defenders of selection at 11 are forced
back on to the defensive. When the future of the independent
public schools is seriously considered, as it wifl be within the
next few years, the fight will become even more intense. Edu-
cational segregation will be as hard to eliminate from Britain
as from the Deep South, The famous judgment of the Ameri-
can Supreme Court in 1954 applies with equal force here:
"We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine
of cseparate but equal' has no place. Separate educational
facilities arc inherently unequal,"
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